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______________________Synopsis_____________________ 
 
 
Flag Without A Country is a Kurdish documentary-fiction dually following the 
stories of Helly Luv and Nariman from Kurdistan. Both Helly Luv and Nariman 
pursue to be a source of strength to their society; a society that perpetually deals 
with the harsh conditions of life, war and ISIS attacks. 
 
 
Helly Luv is a Kurdish pop-singer. She wants to promote Kurdistan and bring in 
international attention while at the same time wanting to give Kurdish people an 
icon and a sense of community. 
 
 
Nariman is a pilot who in an accident broke his leg and consequently can no 
longer fly. He runs a pilot school for the children of Kurdistan, but the parents of 
some of the children are hesitant to send their kids after hearing of the accident. 
Nariman is insistent and together with the children they build a civil plane for 
Kurdistan. 
 
As the two stories intertwine, the difficult conditions of Kurdistan unravel and 
provide a background to both Nariman and Helly Luv's pursuit to support their 
society.  
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Bahman Ghobadi was born on February 1st, 1969 in Baneh, a city near the Iran
Iraq border in the province of Kurdistan, Iran. He was the first son in a family of 
seven siblings. He lived in Baneh
family to immigrate to Sanandaj, the center of Kurdistan Province where he 
continued his high-school education. Ghobadi moved to Tehran in 1992, 
beginning his artistic career in the field of Industrial Ph
 
Though he attended the Iranian Broadcasting College, he never graduated. 
Rather than following a formal curriculum, he believed the only way he could 
learn the craft of cinema was by tirelessly making short films. Using 8mm film, 
his starting point was to shoot a series of short documentaries. Through his 
instinctive and hands-on approach to filmmaking, Ghobadi developed a unique 
style, soon gaining widespread local recognition. A breakthrough came with 
in a Fog (1999), one of the most acclaimed shorts ever made in Iran. 
 
Following this success, Bahman Ghobadi made his directorial debut with 
for Drunken Horses (1999), also the first feature
history of Iran, which went on to win 
Festival.  This early achievement was one of many to follow; his films have 
gained international acclaim and given direction and ambition to many other 
Kurdish filmmakers.  The following year, he set up his production com
Film to further develop Kurdish cinema. 
 
Both his subsequent Marooned in Iraq: Songs of my Motherland 
Moon (2006) feature the lives of Kurds 
Ghobadi’s. He was awarded a Peace Award in Berlin
and a Golden Seashell at San Sebastian Film Festival for 
2009, Ghobadi completed 
documentary about the underground indie music scene in Tehran, filmed in Iran
without an official permit under very restricted conditions, weeks before the 
disputed presidential elections. The director has since been in self
Erbil, Iraq. Rhino Season
with professional actors. 
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school education. Ghobadi moved to Tehran in 1992, 
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Though he attended the Iranian Broadcasting College, he never graduated. 
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learn the craft of cinema was by tirelessly making short films. Using 8mm film, 

point was to shoot a series of short documentaries. Through his 
on approach to filmmaking, Ghobadi developed a unique 

style, soon gaining widespread local recognition. A breakthrough came with 
(1999), one of the most acclaimed shorts ever made in Iran. 

Following this success, Bahman Ghobadi made his directorial debut with 
(1999), also the first feature-length Kurdish film in the 

history of Iran, which went on to win the Caméra d’Or at the Cannes Film 
Festival.  This early achievement was one of many to follow; his films have 
gained international acclaim and given direction and ambition to many other 
Kurdish filmmakers.  The following year, he set up his production com
Film to further develop Kurdish cinema.  

Marooned in Iraq: Songs of my Motherland (2002) and 
(2006) feature the lives of Kurds - and their music; a marked interest of 

Ghobadi’s. He was awarded a Peace Award in Berlin International Film Festival 
and a Golden Seashell at San Sebastian Film Festival for Turtles Can Fly (2004)
2009, Ghobadi completed No One Knows About Persian Cats
documentary about the underground indie music scene in Tehran, filmed in Iran
without an official permit under very restricted conditions, weeks before the 
disputed presidential elections. The director has since been in self

Rhino Season (2012) is his first production outside his country and 
sional actors.  
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__________________Nariman Anvar_____________________ 
 
 

 
Born in Iraqi Kurdistan’s capital Erbil, 
Nariman Anwar grew curious of aviation at a 
young age . At 14 years of age, he built a radio 
controlled model plane. Unable to cover 
university tuition fees due to his family’s 
poverty, Anwar joined his father’s company to 
work as an apprentice electrician.  
 
The local Kurdish government and the 
governor of Erbil gave direction to Anwar’s 
dream by enrolling him in aviation courses in 
China. It was there that he joined the Zinth Air 
Plane Manufacturing Company, having built 
his skills with some of the world’s top 
engineers from Bosch and Aston Martin.  
 
Again with the help of the Kurdistn Regional 
Government, he was able, at great expense, to 

obtain many parts from USA, France, Germany and the Ukraine.  
 
In 2007, Nariman was given the Youth of the Year Award for his great creative 
capacity by the Kurdistan Ministry of Youth and Sport.  
 

He hopes to move onwards and start building an aircraft manufacturing factory 
in Harir, a sub-district of Erbil.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



______________Helan Abdullah (Helly Luv) _______________ 
 
 

 
 
   
  
 
Helan Abdullah was born in Urmia, Iran on November 16, 1988 when her family 
fled Iraq during the Persian Gulf war. In search of asylum in Turkey then in Europe, 
Abdullah’s family settled in Finland.  
 
Her interest in music began with joining the neigbourhood choir, which she 
developed further with piano and drama classes.  In 2006, she moved to California 
to pursue her dream of becoming an international singer.  
 
Attracting Grammy winning record producer Los Da Mystro’s attention through 
MySpace, she worked with Grammy winning singer/songwriter The Dream. Soon 
after in 2013, she signed with G2 Music Group, and together they released “Risk It 
All.”  Her single received immediate attention in Finland, making it’s way to the top 
three on iTunes singles.   
 
 In 2014, Abdullah appeared in her first theatrical feature film, taking the lead role 
of Leila in Batin Ghobadi’s Mardan. 
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________________Director’s Filmography________________ 

 
 

1999: A Time for Drunken Horses 
 
Camera d’Or, Cannes Film Festival, France, 2000 
FIPRESCI Award, Cannes Film Festival, France, 2000 
C.I.C.A.E. Award, Cannes Film Festival, France, 2000 (LA Confederation, International Des Cinemas 
Dart Et D’essai) 
Best Feature at Santa Fe Film Festival, Fort Lauderdale, U.S.A, 2000 
International Grand Jury Award from Sao Paulo International Film Festival, Brazil, 2000 
Special Jury Award from Gijon International Film Festival, Spain, 2000 
Best Feature, Edinburgh Film Festival, Scotland, 2000 
Best Feature, Children Film Festival, Esfahan, Iran, 2000 
Best Feature, Banff International Film Festival, Canada, 2000 
Best Feature, Cervino Film Festival, Italy, 2000 
D’Otran, France, 2000 
 

2002: Marooned in Iraq: The Songs Of My Motherland 
 
The Francois Chalais Prize, Cannes Film Festival, 2002 
Gold Plaque, Chicago International Film Festival, 2002 
Best Feature Film, Cervino Cinemountain, Film Festival, Italy, 2002 
Best Feature Film, 26th Sao Paulo International Film Festival (Mostra), Brazil, 2002 
SIGNIS Award for Best Film, IV DerHumALC International Human Rights Film Festival, Buenos 
Aires, 2002 
Aurora and Don Quixote Award, Tromsø International Film Festival, Norway, 2003 
 

2004: Turtles Can Fly 
 
The Golden Shell from the 52nd San Sebastian Film Festival, 2004 
Peace Award, Berlin International Film Festival, Germany, 2005 
Jury Award, Best Screenplay, 52nd San Sebastian Film Festival, 2004 
Silver Hugo, Special Jury Prize, 40th Chicago Film Festival, 2004 
Radio-Canada People’s Choice Award, 33rd Festival du Nouveau Cinéma, Montréal 
Special Audience Award, 28th Sao Paulo International Film Festival, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Special Jury Prize, Tokyo Filmex Film Festival, Tokyo, Japan 
Agnès B. Audience Award, Tokyo Filmex Film Festival, Tokyo, Japan 
Special Audience Award, Asiatica Film Mediale Film Festival, Rome, Italy 
Best Director of Photography, International Festival of Auteur Films, Belgrade 
Mercedes Most Moving Award, 19th Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival, Florida, U.S.A 
Aurora Prize, Tromsø International Film Festival, Norway 
Best Audience Award, 34th Rotterdam International Film Festival, The Netherlands, 2005 
Special Mention, 28th Kinderfilmfest/14 Plus, Berlin International Film Festival, Germany 
Peace Award, The Mexico City International Contemporary Film Festival (FICCO), Mexico, 2005 
The Public Award, The Mexico City International Contemporary Film Festival (FICCO), Mexico, 
2005 
Audience Award, 19th Fribourg International Film Festival, Switzerland, 2005 
E-Changer Award, 19th Fribourg International Film Festival in Switzerland, 2005 
Audience Award for Best Narrative Feature, 23rd San Francisco International Asian American Film 
Festival, United States 
The Premio citta’di Milano & Special Mention, 15th African, Asian, and Latin American Cinema Film 
Festival, Milan, Italy 



The Audience and Distribution Prize, 16th NatFilm Festival, Denmark 
The SIGNIS Award, 29th Hong Kong International Film Festival 
The Best Direction Plaque, Iranian House of Cinema 
Top Prize, International Competition, 19th Esfahan Children Film Festival 
Best Feature Film, International Children Jury, 19th Esfahan Children Film Festival 
Golden Dolphin, 21st Festroia Film Festival, Portugal, 2005 
FIPRESCI Award, 21st Festroia Film Festival, Best Film, Portugal, 2005 
Best Film, Audience Poll, 54th Melbourne International Film Festival, Australia, 2005 
Best Director, 8th Cinema House Celebration (Khane Cinema), Iran, 2004 
Best Film, Iran Cinema Association Award, Esfahan Festival, 2004 
Special Jury Award, Iranian Cinema, Esfahan Festival 
Anonimul IFF Trophy, Best Film, Anonimul International Film Festival, Romania, 2005 
Audience Award, Best Film, Anonimul International Film Festival in Romania, 2005 
The Best Teen Film Award, TeenArena, Sarajevo Film Festival, 2005 
The Golden Prometheus Award for Best Film, 6th Tbilisi International Film Festival, Georgia, 2005 
Special Mention, Buster International Film Festival, Denmark, 2005 
The Human Rights for Children Prize, 20th Osnabourch Independent Film Festival, Germany, 2005 
Freedom of Expression Film Award, Index on Censorship International Magazine, United Kingdom, 
2006 
Special Jury Award, 28th Sao Paulo International Film Festival, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Special Distinction Award, International Films Category, Chilean Art Critics Association, Chile, 2007 
Best Audience Award, Bahrain Human Rights International Film Festival, 2008 
Best Director Award, Bahrain Human Rights International Film Festival, 2008 
 

2006: Half Moon 
 
Golden Shell, 54th San Sebastian Film Festival, Spain, 2006 
Best Director of Photography, 54th San Sebastian Film Festival, Spain, 2006 
FIPRESCI for Best Screenplay, 54th San Sebastian Film Festival, Spain, 2006 
People’s Choice Award, International Competition, Istanbul International Film Festival, Turkey, 2007 
Amnesty International Award, 4th IndieLisboa International Film Festival, Portugal, 2007 
Honorable Mention for Screenplay, Tribeca Film Festival, New York, USA, 2007 
The Keys of the City, Umbria Film Festival, Italy, 2007 
Grand Prize, 4th Eurasia International Film Festival, Kazakhstan, 2007 
Jury Award, 8th Ojai International Film Festival, USA 
 

2009: No One Knows About Persian Cats 
Special Jury Prize, Un Certain Regard, Cannes Film Festival, France, 2009 (ex-aequo)  
François Chalais Prize, Cannes Film Festival, France, 2009 
Audience Award, Miami Film Festival, Florida, 2010 
Special Mention, Miami Film Festival, Florida, 2010 
Best Feature Film, Critics Award, Sao Paulo International Film Festival, Brasil, 2009 
Netpac Award, Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival, Estonia, 2009 
Special Jury Prize, Tokyo FILMeX, Japan, 2009 

 
2012: Rhino Season 
 
Best Cinematography, San Sebastian International Film Festival, 2012 
Best Cinematography, Asia Pacific Screen Awards, 2012  
Bronz Frog for Cinematography, Plus Camerimage, Poland, 2012 
Best Visual Effects, Asian Film Awards, China, 2013 
Best Production Design, Asian Film Awards, China, 2013 
Best Cinematography, Asian Film Awards, China, 2013 

 
 



 
 

________________Production Company________________ 
 

        

Half Moon (2006) 

 
Based in Erbil, Kurdistan Mij Film has been devoted to supporting ambitious Kurdish 
cinema since its launch in 2000. The production company grew its scope in 2015 by 
establishing its second branch in Istanbul, Turkey. Mij Film’s primary focus is on 
documentary and quasi-documentary features, in pursuit of giving a voice to stories 
from a multitude of different ethnic groups that Kurdistan is comprised of, in Turkey, 
Iraq, Syria and Iran respectively. Mij Film produces two to three full-length feature 
films and some short films each year, with themes often pertaining to war and the 
oppressed.  
 
Mij Film’s first production Marooned in Iraq (2002) went to win the Francois Chalais 
Award in Cannes Film Festival and the Golden Plaque at Chicago International Film 
Festival.  
 
In 2004 Mij Film and French production company Bac Film co-produced Turtles Can 
Fly, which won Golden Seashell at San Sebastian Film Festival and the Peace 
Award at Berlin International Film Festival.  
 
Half Moon (2006) won Golden Seashell, FIPRESCI and Best Cinematography at San 
Sebastian Film Festival.  
 
A quasi-documentary about the underground music scene of Tehran, No One Knows 
About Persian Cats (2009) won Un Certain Regard at the Cannes Film Festival.  
 
Nahid Ghobadi’s first feature 111 Girls was in the official selection of Busan 
International Film Festival. 
 
Batin Ghobadi’s Mardan (2014) was selected as the Iraqi entry for Best Foreign 
Language Film at the 87th Academy Awards and awaits other festival screenings.  
 
Life on the Border, a documentary made by children living in refugee camps on the 
border of Syria and Iraq, 
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